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Chai Times
President’s Message…….
I would like to extend a welcome back to our part time residents of the High Country. I trust you
will enjoy the cooler summer days, and you will have numerous opportunities to learn, to be
enriched and socialize during the summer months.
As the temps in the High Country plummeted during the winter months things really heated up in
the TOHC.
The temple held its first adult Purim social—about 40 strong; costumes from wandering Jews,
princesses, Jewish Samurai, gangsters and flappers and cowboys, but no Indians.
Approximately 70 people attended our Passover Seder, which was lead by our own Chuck Lieberman, who did a fantastic job. I am a foodie, and I can truly say, the food was done exquisitely by
Reed Catering. Erika Siegel, once again did an excellent job coordinating the event.
In April we had the Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Hoffman, along with Rabbi Roberts conducting services
and teaching us Torah.
During the months of April and May, Hillel led 2 great services. Sorry for the summer folks that
you don’t have an opportunity to meet and see how great these kids are.
On May 23 we had a formal Shabbat dinner with Rabbi Roberts attended by 40 people. Kudos to
Elaine Rothenberg and Erika Siegel for organizing and planning the entire meal. A special shout
out to Alex Lawson for assisting me in setting up all the tables and chairs in preparation for our
meal and to all the other folks who jumped in to help get the food out.
Sisterhood continues to amaze me, regarding doing mitzvahs in the community and having monthly meetings for educational purposes and just having a plain old good time.
Please consider getting involved. Even if you are only here for several months you can jump in
and help support the temple. If you have questions please either call the Temple- 828-266-9777or
stop by and say Hi to Renee and she can assist you.
Lastly, there are various Naming Opportunities still available. Please contact the Temple to inquire about them, as well as the Yarhzeit plaques.
Please don’t forget to take care of your membership form for the upcoming year.
Elaine and I wish you an enjoyable and a pleasant summer.
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Sisterhood News…..
This spring the TOHC
Sisterhood members
enjoyed learning how
to make Erika’s delicious hamentaschen,
shared a meaningful
sisterhood Seder lead
by Fran Greenfield,
and learned about CPR and how to use the AED defibrillator in case of an emergency. The AED unit has been placed
in the kitchen for easy access.
We have planned summer meetings that we hope everyone
will enjoy. Our “Welcome Back Tea & Lunch” will be on
Sunday, June 29th at 12:00. Ruth Etkin will present a
program, “History & Traditions of Names in Jewish
Life.” Please share your favorite meatless dish as we welcome our summer members” return.

On Saturday, July 19th, we will have a picnic lunch at 11:30
a.m. and tour the Lieberman farm. Everyone is asked to
bring luncheon items to share as well as folding
chairs. The sisterhood will provide drinks and paper products.
On Sunday, Aug. 17th, it will be time for BINGO! This will
be a fundraiser with white elephant prizes. We had so
much fun doing this in the winter and have planned a summer repeat because of so many requests. Our sisterhood
board elections will be held at the Aug. meeting so we hope
all members can attend. Our nominating committee is
Sandy Drobner, Fran Greenfield, and Rosemary Horowitz. Dues, still only $18, will be due before the elections.
It has been my honor to serve on the sisterhood board and
I look forward to seeing everyone this summer.
Leigh Girard
Sisterhood Co-President

An Evening with the Kruger Brothers

“It’s a blast playing with them …
not only are they all superior
musicians, they are the nicest
guys you’d ever want to meet.”
—Adam Steffey

“Jens Kruger has established
himself as one of the world’s
most musically sophisticated
and technically accomplished
five-string banjo players.”
—Happy Traum
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The Temple of the High Country is excited to announce "An Evening with the Kruger Brothers Concert”. This wonderful musical event will take place on Saturday
August 23, 2014, at the Rosen Concert Hall at Appalachian State University. This
magnificent trio is acknowledged as one of the most innovative ensembles active in
Americana music today.
This will be our major fundraising event of the year and it will be lots of fun! Buy
your tickets now so you can join us for a wonderful evening of music. Tickets are
$25 for General Admission and $75 for VIP tickets. VIP ticket holders will receive
priority parking, priority seating, and admission to attend the Post-Concert Champagne and Dessert Party with the Kruger Brothers.
Tickets can be purchased through the Box Office at the Schaeffer Performing Arts
Center three different ways:
1. Call 800-841-2787
2. Go to the Schaefer Center Box Office at 733 River St, Boone, NC.
3. Online at: http://purchase.tickets.com/buy/TicketPurchase?organ_val=21217
Please note that the physical Box Office on ASU Campus will be closed July 26thAugust 19th, and tickets will only be available online during that time period. So
get your tickets early!

“The Krugers are nothing
short of magnificent.” Bluegrass Journal
“I used to think the banjo
was somewhat limited to
certain styles, until I heard
Jens Kruger. Jens has
played some of the most
beautiful and expressive
banjo I’ve ever heard.“ —
Ron Block of Alison Krauss
and Union Station

The Kruger Brothers. Pictured: Jens Kruger, Uwe Kruger & Joel Landsberg.
www.KrugerBrothers.com

Supporting the Temple
We hope that everyone can attend our upcoming concert, but that is not the only
way you can support us at this upcoming fundraising event. We are in need of people to support the Temple of the High Country by placing your business or personal
ad in our Kruger Brothers Playbill/Ad Book. This Playbill will be given out to everyone that attends the concert, so it is a great way to give a shout out to someone you
care about, advertise a business, or just add a personal message. Ads will be printed
in black & white, and must be sent to us camera ready. Deadline for submissions is
July 25th.
Prices:
Full page ad. 8 ½” X 5 ½”
Half page ad. 4 ¼” X 5 ½”
Quarter page ad. 4 ¼” X 2 ¼”

$300
$200
$100

Ads should be sent to:
Erika Siegel at The Barkery
PO Box 1763
Banner Elk, NC 28604
OR
Renee@TempleoftheHighCountry.org
For more information call Marla gentile at 828-719-1048.

Naming Opportunities
We have new Prayer Books! The Temple of the High Country recently purchased a
new set of prayer books for services. This provides a new way for interested members to make their mark on the Temple. For $180/book your name will be displayed
on the inside cover of a prayer book. This is a great way to celebrate a life event,
honor a loved one, or preserve the memory of a loved one. If you are interested in
this naming opportunity please contact us at 828.266.9777.
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RABBI ROBBERT’S INTRO TO JUDAISM CLASS
Rabbi Roberts is actively working on developing
an Introduction to Judaism class. The class will
meet both in-person when he is in town and will
also contain a significant distance learning component for the weeks he is not here.

Who might want to take the course?

In all likelihood the course will start July or August and continue for around a year.

2) Anyone non-Jewish in an interfaith relationship with someone Jewish who wants to better
understand Judaism.

If you are interested please contact
Renee, at 828.266.9777 or
Renee@templeofthehighcountry.org, so
she can work with Rabbi Roberts to arrange a meeting time with you.

1) Anyone born Jewish who would like to take
an in depth course on Judaism to help them
grow religiously and spiritually.

3) Anyone considering converting to Judaism
and want to more fully explore this option.

JUST FOR LAUGHS...
Several centuries ago, the Pope decreed that all the Jews had to convert to Catholicism or leave
Italy. There was a huge outcry from the Jewish community, so the Pope offered a deal: he'd have
a religious debate with the leader of the Jewish community. If the Jews won, they could stay in
Italy; if the Pope won, they'd have to convert or leave.
The Jewish people met and picked an aged and wise rabbi to represent them in the debate. However, as the rabbi spoke no Italian, and the Pope spoke no Yiddish, they agreed that it would be a
'silent' debate.
On the chosen day the Pope and rabbi sat opposite each other. The Pope raised his hand and
showed three fingers. The rabbi looked back and raised one finger. Next, the Pope waved his
finger around his head. The rabbi pointed to the ground where he sat.
The Pope brought out a communion wafer and a chalice of wine. The rabbi pulled out an apple.
With that, the Pope stood up and declared himself beaten and said that the rabbi was too clever.
The Jews could stay in Italy.
Later the Cardinals met with the Pope and asked him what had happened.
The Pope said, "First I held up three fingers to represent the Trinity. He responded by holding
up a single finger to remind me there is still only one God common to both our faiths.
Then, I waved my finger around my head to show him that God was all around us. The rabbi
responded by pointing to the ground to show that God was also right here with us.
I pulled out the wine and host to show that through the perfect sacrifice Jesus has atoned for our
sins, but the rabbi pulled out an apple to remind me of the original sin. He bested me at every
move and I could not continue."
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Meanwhile, the Jewish community gathered to ask the rabbi how he'd won.
"I haven't a clue," said the rabbi. "First, he told me that we had three days to get out of Italy, so I
gave him the finger.
Then he tells me that the whole country would be cleared of Jews but I told him emphatically
that we were staying right here."
"And then what?" asked a woman.
"Who knows?" said the rabbi. "He took out his lunch, so I took out mine."

“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything.” - Plato
Through music we will add extra beauty to High Holiday Services and
other special events.
Join the New TOHC Choir! If you are interested please contact us at
828.266.9777 or Renee@templeofthehighcountry.org. Upcoming rehearsal dates are: July 8th at 10:30am, July 15th at 10:30am, July 24th at
1pm, July 31st at 1pm, and August 7th at 1pm.

Recipe…. Chocolate Babka
If someone makes this, save me a piece.
Ingredients
½ cup warm water plus 1 teaspoon, divided
½ ounce (2 packages) active dry yeast

er bowl with plastic and let rise for 2 to 4
hours. Meanwhile, make the filling. Combine 2 cups of the sugar with the cocoa.
Add the remaining 4 sticks margarine and
mix well. You can let the filling sit out
while the dough is rising.

2 ½ cups plus 1 teaspoon sugar, divided
5 cups all-purpose flour, plus extra for
sprinkling
3 cups (6 sticks) soft pareve margarine,
divided
2 large eggs plus 1 white (reserve yolk for
glazing)
½ cup unsweetened cocoa
Spray oil, for greasing pans
½ cup mini or regular chocolate chips

Preparation
Place 1/2 cup warm water, yeast and 1
teaspoon sugar into a large mixing bowl
and let sit 10 minutes, until the mixture
bubbles. Add 1/2 cup sugar, flour, 2 sticks
of the margarine and the eggs and extra
egg white. Combine with a wooden spoon
or with a dough hook in a stand mixer
until all the ingredients are mixed in. Cov-

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Use spray oil
to grease two 12-inch long loaf pans. Divide dough into four pieces. On a large
piece of parchment paper sprinkled with a
little flour, roll each piece into a 10 x 7inch rectangle. Spread 1/4 of filling, sprinkle with 1/4 of the chocolate chips and roll
the long way. When you have two rolls,
twist them around each other, trying to
keep the seam on the bottom. Tuck the
ends under and place into the loaf plan.
Repeat for the other two pieces of dough.
Brush the tops of the loaves with the reserved egg yolk mixed with a teaspoon
water.

Bake for 45 minutes, or until wellbrowned. Cool for 20 minutes. Run a knife
around the edges of the babka and then
remove from pan and let cool on a wire
rack. Wrap in foil and freeze unless you
will use it by the next day. Thaw at room
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TOHC Mission
Our mission is to be a
spiritual, educational,
and social home for our
Jewish community and to
enhance the lives of our
congregants and community at large. As we embrace our Jewish traditions, we are able to support one another through
times of sadness and joy
as well as further the
Jewish vision of worldwide justice and peace.

Upcoming Events…..
July 11th Rabbi Dan Levin will be visiting from Boca Raton will conduct services
July 13th starting at 9:45am, there will be a lecture at the Temple, ‘Jewish History &
Religion’, led by Dr. Simon Sibelman of the ASU Center for Judaic, Holocaust &
Peace Studies.
August 2nd - 7 of our women congregants will be celebrating their bat mitzvah at
our Temple
August 23rd we will have the Kruger Brothers performing at Rosen Hall as our
major fund raiser for the year.

Future Dates for Rabbi Roberts:
June 27- 28
July 25 - 26
August 22 - 23
September 12 - 13
Rosh Hashana September 24 - 26
Yom Kippur October 3 - 5
October 24 -25

Temple of the High Country
Po Box 2895
1043 King Street
Boone, NC 28607
(828)266-9777
www.TempleoftheHighCountry.org

