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Presidents Message
We have gone from a very
tough winter to a very hot and
dry summer. But I think that
all of us here in the High
Country know that whatever
whining we do, we realize that
we are blessed with a delightful climate and that it is immeasurably worse in Florida,
New York, or Charlotte. I was
reminded of this during a just
completed trip to Philadelphia
and the Hudson Valley where
my two sons reside. I spent
most of the time in my son
Justin's house in Philmont N.
Y. There was no air conditioning and it was hot hot hot.
The Temple of the High
Country has not been idle.
The long planned Fashion
Show took place and over
$50,000 dollars was raised
for the temple. Bonnie and
Jamie Schaefer were honored
and the principle organizers,
Erika and Marla, were gratified that their efforts were
crowned with success. Our
regular Friday night services
have included a graduation
pot luck for our students at
ASU who have brought such
vivacity and enthusiasm to

Chuck Lieberman, Pres of The Temple of the High Country

our modest efforts at Jewish
worship
As our summer people
have returned we are frequently asked, "What is with
the building? Are we breaking
ground anytime soon? " The
answer is that we are still a
long way. from being able to
start. It will require, according
to Steve Price, our architect,
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The Sisterhood has been
quite busy since the last newsletter Our April meeting was
held at the ASU Library, with a
presentation by Pat Beaver on
the topic of "Jews and Diversity
in Appalachia. In May we joined
with the High Country Women's
Fund for their Mother's Day
"Power of the Purse" event at
the Unique Boutique in Boone.
This was held to assist women

about $800,000 dollars just
for site preparation. Our location, near ASU and downtown
Boone, is ideal, but it is also a
place with special requirements
because,
of the
stream, the wetland, the overhead power lines and so on.
One of the conditions agreed
to when we accepted the
$1,000,000 dollars from the
Can't
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seeking jobs to select gently used business clothes and for
children to select Mother's day
gifts. Our May meeting included a
Fun Game Day at Leigh Girard's
house, and great fun it was! In
June we had a "Welcome Back"
tea at Ruth Etkins house, with
Ruth entertaining us socially (and
educationally) with a presentation
on "Women of the Bible". It was
our best attended meeting to

date;
and
we
not
only
"welcomed
back our Florida
members and friend, but also
welcomed visitors from Hickory
and Charlotte. Our next meeting
is on Sunday July 25th at 1:00
at Erika Siegel's home where we
will have a very informative class
on Container Gardening taught
and demonstrated by Laurie
Con't on pg 2
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we build a structure sufficient
to seat 200 people. In other
words, a synagogue that would
be sufficient for our High Holy
Day services. An architectural
plan was drawn up on that
basis. But both the Board and
the Schaefer's realize that
such a requirement may mean
a very long delay. We are in
the midst of the Great Recession. We have raised more
money than I ever imagined
possible. Additional
moneys
have been pledged. But we
m ust
fa c ere
a lit y.
At our last board meeting (July
9) the board reached a consensus that the possibility of a
smaller more affordable building should at least be looked
at. Jamie Schaefer has intimated that she is open to such
a possibility. But this is a question beyond the Board and

beyond the Schaefer's. It concerns
the entire congregation. As your
President, I ask all of you to think
about this. If you see me, or any
member of the board, or Bonnie or
Jamie, talk to us about this. I am
sure that I will see many of you at
services and later at the High Holy
Days. We need your input and we
want a totally
open process.
On the level of the more mundane,
Jewish life in the High country continues at many levels. Two weeks
ago we had a bris, welcoming to our
people a little eight day old boy who
lay upon his grandfathers lap as the
fatal stroke was made. Today Ruth
Etkin and I did a Bat Mitzvah for a
very special young lady. The Etkins
and others of the community are
heavily involved in the program
starting this week at ASU that
teaches the Holocaust and Jewish
Culture to teachers from all over the
country. The Havurah on Beech

Can't from Sisterhood News...
Himmelman. Call for directions
828-898-3686.

Our Pair Ladies luncheon

July 17th at 10 am Dr. Peter
Cohen will give a discussion
on Conspiracies and Religion.
Bagels and coffee will be
served

Included at the July 25th meeting will be nominations for sisterhood officers. Future programs in July 23 at 7pm Rabbi Mark
the planning stages include a Gross of Temple Beth Orr of
visit to a winery, a writing class, Coral Springs will lead our
book talk, belly-dance lesson, a Friday night services and a
class on how to utilize E-Bayand group of kids from American
many other exciting prospects Jewish Service to Society will
be our guest for a potluck
(Suggestions gladly accepted).
dinner. Call Carol Gross 2649541 or Erika Siegel 898-
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Mountain is having its tri
weekly speaker luncheons.
And the THC is planning a pot
luck in two weeks for a group
of young Jewish volunteers
who are building a house in
Avery county. In short, your
Jewish Community, made up
entirely of volunteers, is doing
its
imperfect
best.
Before long High Holy Days
will be upon us. Then we can
confront the divine looking
glass and take the proper
measure of ourselves. Before
those Days perhaps we could
all spend a few minutes at
our property on Kraut Creek.
Gaze into the rushing waters
and give some thought to
what vision you would see
arising
there.
Chuck Lieberman,
Pres of the THC

3686 with questions
August 27 at 7pm Rabbi Heir of
The Simon Weisenthal Center
in Los Angels will lead our Friday Night services
August 29 10-2 @Wildcat Lake
We will have our annual picnic
with the High Country Havurah
If anyone needs a full list of the
summer events email me at
elsqx4@charter.net and I will

and fashion show

On June 27th at Linville Ridge
CC we had a fund raiser, luncheon and fashion show to benefit
our building fund in honor of
Bonnie and Jamie Schaefer.
Over 230 people attended and
we raised $50,000.
Congratulations
to
Sarah
Greenwald, TOHC member, has
received the Wayne D. Duncan
Appalachian
State University
Faculty Enrichment and Teaching Fellowship. The Duncan Fel-

lowship recognizes innovative
and successful teaching in Appalachian's General Education program.
Bonnie Kangasniemi, daughter
of Evelyn Asher is volunteering in
Haiti for two week with
The
Global Volunteer Network
Over this past year we have lost
2 very special people to our High
Country family, Muriel Rosen
and Barry Pitt. Their memories
and impact on us all will always

be with us. Our thoughts and
prayers are will their families.
Our thoughts and prayers go
out to the Ramo family. Joely
Ramo is in NY's Sloan Kettering
Memorial Hospital undergoing
chemo and awaiting a bone
marrow transplant for Aplastic
Amenia
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ISRAEL AS NOMADS Bv Katia Lioz
The Hebrews started their
collective history as nomads.
Around 1800 B.C., Abram was
chosen to father a new nation
and to spread the belief in one
God. The first order that he
received
was to
wander
around,
without
knowing
where he should go and what
will be his last destination:
"Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and
from thy father's house, unto
the land that I will show thee".
In other words, wandering was
the purpose. It was Abram first
act towards teaching Monotheism: to prove to the pagan
population that there is only
one God ruling the whole
world, and He is everywhere at
the same time as opposed to

the pagan believe that every
geographical area has its own
god or goddess who is powerless in other places. Abram
moved from one spot to another, and the first thing he
did every time he arrived to a
new place, was to build an
altar to the same God.
This pagan belief prevails
in Balaam story: When Balak,
king of Moab, took Balaam to
curse the Israelites, and "
brought him up into the high
places of Baal" he thought
that Balaam could not curse
the Israelites from that place,
so he took Balaam to another
spot "come, I pray thee, with
me unto another place ...and
he brought him into the field
of Zophim", and then, after
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Iranian Nights
Iranian president Mahmud
Ahmadinejad
calls President Bush and tells him,
"George, I had a wonderful
dream last night. I could
see America, the whole
beautiful country, and on
each house I saw a ban-

1 stick melted butter,
salted

un-

"What did it sayan the banners?" Bush asks. Mahmud
replies, "UNITED STATESOF
IRAN."
Bush says, "You know,
Mahmud, I am really happy
you called, because believe
it or not, last night I had a

berries or blackberries
1 Tbls lemon juice

1 cup flour
2 cup sugar, divided
3 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp salt
1 cup milk
1 tsp vanilla
4 cups peaches, peeled &
sliced & blueberries, rasp-

Preheat oven to 375*.
Pour melted butter in a
13x9 baking dish. Combine the flour, 1 cup of the
sugar. baking powder, salt
and mix well. Stir in the
milk and vanilla, mixing
until just combined. Pour
over the melted butter but

Balaam failed again, Balak
took him to a third place,
to the top of Pear, hoping
that the change of place
will change his luck.
1100
yea rs
after
Abram's Monotheism, the
same old pagan belief,
that every place has its
own god, encouraged the
Samaritans to convert to
Judaism: In 721 B.C. the
Assyrian destroyed Israel
(the northern
kingdom)
and exiled the ten tribes.
The Assyrian custom was
to exchange populations in
order to prevent mutiny,
believing that the exiled
people will be
d i s can nected
Con't on pg 4

similar dream. I could see all
of Tehran, and it was more
beautiful than ever, and on
each house flew an enormous banner."
"What did it sayan the banners?"
Mahmud
asks.
Bush replies, "I don't know. I
can't read Hebrew."

do not stir them together.
In a small saucepan, combine peaches, berries, the
rest of the sugar and the
lemon juice and bring to a
boil over high heat, stirring
constantly. Pour over the
batter but do not stir them
together and bake in the
oven for 40 to 45 min or until golden brown.
Serve warm or cold

Temple of the High Country

PO Box 2895
Boone, North Carolina 28607

The TOHC Sisterhood is happy to announce
that we are now coordinating and arranging for the Oneg on Friday nights. If you
would like to sponsor the Oneg in honor of
a birthday, anniversary or any special occasion just let us know. Sponsorship is a minimum of $18 and checks should be made to
The TOHC Sisterhood and mailed to Ann
Pace at 165 Pace-Clark Road, Boone NC
28607. Any questions call Zodie at 828297-1681.

Phone: 828-264-8364

You can pick a date that you would like to
sponsor or you can let us pick the date for
you. It will be announced at services who
has sponsored that onego
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disconnected
from their
gods that will stay in the
old country, thus, they
brought tribes from different nationalities to settle
in Samaria (Israel) " So
was Israel carried away out
of their own land to Assyria ....and the king of Assyria brought men from
Babylon and from Cuthan
and from Ava and from Hamath
and placed them
in the cities of Samaria
instead of the children of
Israel". But when "The
Lord sent
lions ...which
slew them" they decided to
convert and worship the
God of Israel: "Wherefore
they spoke to the king of
Assyria saying, the nations ....placed in the cities
of Samaria, know not the
MANNER OF THE GOD OF
THE LAND".

When Israel escaped
slavery, they had to wander forty years in the desert, not only to purify
themselves and let the
generation of slaves to perish, but also to teach them
again the basics of Monotheism that was forgotten
during their four hundred
years in Egypt, not only by
Moses words and laws, but
mainly by SHOWING them
God's power through the
miracles that occurred in
the different places they
passed.
Judaism regards this
period with nostalgia and
romanticism as the renewal of the covenant with
God, as Jeremiah words
convey
so
beautifully:
"Thus said God: I remember the kindness of your
youth, the love of your es-

pousals, when you went
after me in the wilderness,
in a land not sown".
Katia Lioz

